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A Happy New Year is wished to all Lions, Lionesses, Leos and 
Partners-In-Service from District Governor Lion Harry and Norah 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR LION HARRY HAWKSWORTH
A MEMBER OF LITTLEBOROUGH AND DISTRICT LIONS CLUB

HELPING FLOOD
VICTIMS
THANKS to the generosity of Children from the Congregation at Saint
Barnabas Church, Watery Lane, Darwen who donate annually their Toys
for Needy Children, Toy Service held early December.

Darwen Lions Club made enquiries, with their colleagues in the devas-
tated Cumbrian Area, as to whether there was a need to help, in a human-
itarian way, the children of this area, who perhaps had lost all their favourite
toys in these terrible floods, recently.

The answer soon came back . . . via the Lion Zone Chairman Ian Scott, that this wonderful gesture, would be thank-
fully and most gratefully received, and the Toys would be duly distributed in time for Christmas, by the Members of the
Cockermouth Club and West Cumberland Lions Club, and some would go to remote villages not mentioned in the main
media coverage of this disaster, in the Keswick Area, and that Keswick Lions Club would attend to them.

This humanitarian trip to Cumbria (165 mile round trip) is just a small part of the Lions Clubs International work taking
place throughout the World everyday, and we are proud to fulfil the exceptional caring way, in which the Children of this
small Church in Darwen, share their Charity towards others.

Lion Pat Ashton Darwen Lions Club and
Zone Chairman, Lion Ian Scott from West

Cumberland Lions Club

WALNEY ISLAND 
COMMUNITY’S
FIRST RESPONDERS
WALNEY Island lies in the Irish Sea, off the west coast of Barrow
in Furness, and is part of the borough of Barrow-In-Furness but is
separated by a narrow expanse of sea water and is only accessi-
ble to road traffic by a bridge,
and there is a population
which is currently 13,000.

At certain times the bridge
needs to be raised causing delays for emergency vehicles like ambulances, due to the
high volume of traffic using this single access, delays can also occur.

In June this year a public meeting was arranged to discuss the matter, with the idea
that a Community First Responder could be launched. Because of their locality this
organisation could attend and provide vital, if not potentially life saving aid until the
ambulance arrives.

From the outcome of this meeting, Walney First Responders, which is a brand new
Organisation, was formed and is now up to 27 Volunteers strong. The group asked for
donations to purchase equipment with the combined total of £11,000, and Furness
Lions Club came forward with a donation of £2,000. Equipment that eventually needs
replacing will be provided by the Cumbria Ambulance Service.

Training is provided and maintained by Cumbria Ambulance Service and volunteers
are CRB checked and monitored throughout their time as First Responders. All equip-
ment, running and setting up costs have to be met by the group.

It is the intention of Walney First Responders to set up another Response Unit in
the future.

PICTURED at the cheque presentation are from the left:
Lion Derrick Connell (Welfare Co-ordinator, Furness

Lions); Colleen Fagan (Walney First Response); Lions
Terry Yates, President Paul Holden and Doug Jefferson

A PRACTICE dummy loaned by
BAE Systems until purchasing their

own



UPDATE FROM 
OUR DISTRICT
ALMONER
FELLOW Lion friends, a New Year is now upon us,
one which I hope will be full of good health and
happiness for us all.    

As District Almoner can I please ask all Club
Almoner’s to inform me when any of their Club
Members or Partners-In-Service are ill and in need
of a message to cheer them up. Looking after our
own is a very important part of Lionism. 

We are all very good at looking after those less
fortunate than ourselves but how many times do
we hear at Club Meetings that one of our fellow
Lions has been ill or in hospital and no-one has
known about it.  

The Club Almoner’s duty is to ensure that this
does not happen and that I, as District Almoner am
kept fully informed of the welfare of our Members.
Please ensure that your Lions Club has a Club
Almoner, as I know that some Clubs do not at
present.

Remember, I also send cards for Special
Birthdays, Engagements, Weddings, Births and
Anniversaries on behalf of District Governor Lion
Harry, Lion Norah and all Lions in District 105 BN.  

The feedback that I receive from the recipients of
the various cards is wonderful and obviously when
anyone is feeling low and unwell, a lovely card
from the District Governor and your fellow Lions
really boosts you up, so PLEASE keep me
informed at any time of the night or day either by
home telephone on 01772 685103 or by e-mail at:  

sylvia.fosberry@blueyonder.co.uk

Please include the recipients address when you
contact me, and remember as I have previously
stated, I would rather be told several times by dif-
ferent people than not at all.

DISTRICT’S COFFIN DRAPE
HAVING borrowed a Coffin Drape from another
District on several occasions over the past year,
Cabinet approved that I purchase one for District
105 BN. 

I am pleased to report that the District now has
its own Lions Coffin Drape which can be used at
Lions funerals, if so wished by the departed Lions
loved ones.   

I hold this drape and should any Lions Club wish
to use it, just let me know and it will be sent to you
by recorded delivery at the District’s expense. 

The Club should ensure that the Drape is
returned in a clean condition, by recorded delivery
to me, at their expense.  

God Bless You All.
PCC Lion Sylvia A. Fosberry

District Almoner

CONVENTION’S
INTERNATIONAL
GUEST OF HONOUR
OUR International guest to
Convention this year is Past
International Director Dr. Manfred
Westhoff.

Dr. Westhoff, of Kösching,
Germany, who is an
Ophthalmologist, was elected to
serve a two-year term as a
Director of The International
Association of Lions Clubs at
the Association's 83rd
International Convention, held
in Honolulu, Hawaii, USA, in
June, 2000.

A Lion since 1988, Past
Director Westhoff has been a
member of the Tegernsee
Lions Club since 1999, and has
held many offices within the Association, including Club
President, Zone Chairman and District Governor, and he also
served as District and Multiple District SightFirst Chairman.

In recognition of his service to the Association, Past
International Director Westhoff has received numerous awards,
including the 100% Club President Award, the District Governor's
Excellence Award and the Ambassador of Good Will Award, the
highest honour our Association gives to its Members. He is also
a Melvin Jones Fellow.

Past International Director Manfred Westhoff and his wife,
Marina, who is also a Lion, have one son and one daughter.

Norah and I had the pleasure of a brief meeting with them a
few years back, and we suspect that Dr. Manfred and his wife
Lion Marina, with their experience and sense of humour, will
bring an extra dimension to our Convention. They will add anoth-
er ingredient to the usual fun and fellowship enjoyed at all our
Conventions.

DR. MANFRED WESTHOFF

URGENT INFORMATION
REQUIRED
CLUBS in the Central Lancashire area have been given a large
sum of money to re-launch Message-In-A-Bottle within the
Central Lancasshire Primary Care Trust area.

As you will appreciate we need press coverage to help in this,
and our local press are asking if instances where lives have been
saved by Message-In-A-Bottle and that any information on the
scheme can be forwarded to them.

Any Club that has got any information could they please con-
tact Lion Dorothy Livesey, past President of Leyland Lions Club
on 01257 279487 or mobile 07960 173536, or by e-mail at:

dotliv@hotmail.com 

as soon as possible as the proposed launch date is February 20.
Lion Dorothy Livesey, Leyland Lions 



Dear Fellow Members of the Lions
Family

FIRST of all, Happy New Year to
Everyone. 

DECEMBER, as usual, was full of the
hurly burly of Clubs pre Christmas
Activities. 

Norah and I attended the Longridge
Annual Bazaar , where I was immedi-
ately kitted out with marigolds and set
to work in the kitchen washing the
crockery. 

This was interrupted to allow me to
meet the Mayor of Longridge, Rupert
Swarbrick, and accompany him along
with Lion President Stuart Tyrer on a
tour of the Bazaar. 

The Mayor had a rather interesting
“self introduction” line: “Whenever he
shook hands with anyone, he would
say ‘Hello I am Rupert the Mayor’.” He
seemed to take a delight in seeing how
people reacted to this introduction. 

The Bazaar was well attended,
keeping the kitchen staff on their toes
from about 9 30 a.m. until about 4 p.m.
serving Bacon and Sausage
Sandwiches with various Hot and Cold
Drinks and other Confectionery.

The Members of Longridge Lions
Club had obviously put a lot of hard
work into this event. It was also good
to see them getting support from
Heywood Lions Club who ran a cou-
ple of stalls at the event. 

Thank you Lion President Stuart
and Brenda , and also thanks to your
Fellow Members and Helpers. 

The following Monday saw Norah

and I back with our own Club of
Littleborough helping to pack 100
Christmas Hampers for Local Families
In Need. 

This was the culmination of the
Club’s Store Collections during
November. The Hampers were divided
between two local Health Centres and
were distributed to the Families from
there.

The following evening we celebrated
a job well done at our Club Christmas
Meal. Well done Littleborough. We
were, very kindly, invited to a
Christmas Lunch by  Lancaster and
Morecambe where we enjoyed the
usual relaxed, friendly and informal
atmosphere with attendances from a
number of Clubs. 

Lion President Keith and Sue and
Fellow Members of Lancaster and
Morecambe. Thank you for an excel-
lent afternoon. 

Our last outing for December was to
Bury’s Club Christmas meal. Again,
thank you Lion President Lisa and
Fellow Members of Bury for an excel-
lent evening.

One thing that has never been out of
our minds during December is the
plight of our friends up in Cumbria.

The Lions Clubs of Zone “A” and
Zone “B” have continued with their
ceaseless task of helping the Families
stricken by the recent floods. 

The generosity of the Lions Clubs
and individuals from our own District
and throughout the MD continues to
amaze us. 

Also we have had generous dona-
tions from other Volunteer Groups. As I

type this item, the donations to the
Flood Disaster are circa £45,000. 

On behalf of our District I would
like to say a sincere thank you to
those who have supported us.

Obviously, that is not the end of it.
Once the prevailing elements allow,
the stricken Communities will be look-
ing to return to their homes. 

For a number, unfortunately, this
may well be months down the line. In
these circumstances, affordable insur-
ance cover would have been very lim-
ited, so these Families are going to
need further help when they eventual-
ly get to move back home.

Hopefully, the Lions Clubs in the
area will keep us updated and request
help as and when needed.

Those still wishing to donate, please
send a cheque to District Treasurer
Lion Beryl Kissane . Make the cheque
payable to “LCI District 105BN” and
endorse the back of the cheque
“Cumbria Flood Disaster ”. 

The dedicated pages, on the District
Website are being updated as informa-
tion is made available.

Norah and I have not made any res-
olutions for the New Year but, we have
made a wish.

Our wish is that the Communities
and Families up in Cumbria will soon
see an end to their plight and be able
to look forward to returning to as nor-
mal as is possible in the New Year. 

We extend this wish to our Friends in
Ireland as they support the flood vic-
tims in the City of Cork.

District Governor Lion Harry

THIS is an item written,
at my request, by Lion
John May. By the time
you read this item,
hopefully, one of our
District Members, who is blind, will have one of these units in his
possession.

“TALKING NEWSPAPERS
LIONS have a proud history of involvement with Talking
Newspapers for the Blind. A great many of the 600 Talking
Newspapers that currently exist across the Multiple District do so
because Lions were involved in their being established. But that
was all around 30 years ago. 

That said, there are still about a dozen Talking Newspapers that
are still run by or bear the name of the Lions Clubs that founded
them. We applaud them all.

The Lion Magazine has been made available, albeit spasmodi-
cally, for the past 18 years in the same format as a Talking
Newspaper, but that will change with immediate effect.

The Lion is now digital. Each blind and visually impaired
Lion that we know of in the Multiple District is to be provided
with a new “BOOM BOX” (pictured) which will play thumb-
drives rather than tapes.

The downsides to this move are zero. The positives are

that quality is consider-
ably improved and a
full magazine can be
included on just one
stick. In addition, we

will be able to include everything that can be found on both the MD
105 and Lions International web pages.

Every District Sight Officer will receive a Boom Box for demon-
stration purposes. I invite every Lion President who has a Club
Member who would benefit from receiving the Lion Magazine (or
District Papers, Governor’s Newsletters and such) in this way,
whether they be visually impaired or cannot read for any other rea-
son, to call Lion John May of Lichfield Lions on 07948 794982 and
a Boom Box will be provided.

Yours in Lionism

John May

As you will see from the picture this “Boom Box” is little more
than 6 inches across.

To use it, you simply plug in the Memory Stick that contains the
current magazine and the box will treat it like a tape and play
it thus, providing the talking Lion Magazine.

Thank you John for your hard work in getting this box up
and running.

District Governor Harry

LIONS ON A STICK



NEWSLETTER EDITOR’s e-mail ADDRESS IS:
awilde22@btinternet.com

DISTRICT WEBSITE: lions105bn.org.uk

HARRY’S HOTSPOTS
2010
JANUARY

9 KIRKHAM and FYLDE RURAL CA
17 DISTRICT QUIZ
22-24 COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS
30 DARWEN CA

FEBRUARY
12 ROCHDALE CA
14 CABINET MEETING
26-28 DISTRICT CONVENTION

BARTON GRANGE
PRESTON

WHAT’S ON
THIS is your space – tell us your Charter Date and any other
Special Event taking place in your Club that you want to share with
your Fellow Lions across the District and we will print it here.

2010 

JANUARY
9 KIRKHAM AND FYLDE Charter

17 DISTRICT QUIZ 
30 DARWEN Charter

FEBRUARY
12 ROCHDALE Charter 

BLACKBURN Charter 
13 ORMSKIRK AND MAGHULL Charter 
25 BURY SPORTSPERSON'S EVENING 
26-28 DISTRICT CONVENTION 

BARTON GRANGE 

MARCH 
5 PENRITH Charter  
6 GARSTANG Charter  

12-14 105 BS CONVENTION 
CHORLEY, LEYLAND and 
CUERDON VALLEY Joint Charter 

20 UPHOLLAND TAWD VALE Charter  
21 HEYWOOD Charter 

APRIL
9 FURNESS Charter 

10 CROSBY Charter 
11 DOUGLAS VALLEY Charter Lunch
18 LANCASTER and MORECAMBE Charter 
23 CLITHEROE Charter 
25 DISTRICT TRAINING DAY
30 MD CONVENTION, LEEDS

MAY
1 MD CONVENTION, LEEDS
8 LITTLEBOROUGH Charter 

CITY OF LIVERPOOL Charter 
15 BURY Charter 

ISLE OF MAN / MANNANNIN Charter 

DISTRICT TRAINING DAYS 2010
THIS IS TO BE HELD ON TWO DAYS 

SUNDAY, APRIL 25
at Shireshead St. James Church Halls,

Forton

and SUNDAY, MAY 9 
at Birchwood Lions Club Meeting Venue

at Cinnamon Brow Farm Social Club
There will be sessions for PRESIDENTS, 

SECRETARIES, TREASURERS and 
ZONE CHAIRMEN

We will also have a session about Membership
Recruitment and new Lions

There will be a P.R.O. and Fund-raising Presentation
and also a L.C.I.F. Session which will be worth attending

The I.T. Officer will be on hand to give advice and 
probably do a short presentation.

Vice District Governor-elect Lion David will be 
presenting his "Year Ahead"

Further information will be issued in due course

WATCH THIS SPACE
Please make a note of these dates as the days are for your

benefit and open to ALL LIONS

For further information contact 

LION DOUG JEFFERSON

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

on Telephone: 01229 828110
e-mail: dougdjdoug@aol.com

2 Hawthorn Drive 
Barrow-In-Furness 

LA13 0RF


