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DISTRICT GOVERNOR LION HARRY HAWKSWORTH
A MEMBER OF LITTLEBOROUGH AND DISTRICT LIONS CLUB

WE SERVE

ZONE A’s second Zone
Meeting was held in
November and was attended
by First Vice District Governor Lion David Winsland
and his wife Lynne. During the evening we comment-
ed on how bad the weather was and little did we know
what the next 48 hours would hold in store.

The damage which was caused by the Cumbria
floods has been widely reported both in the Media
and our Newsletters. 

My wife and I watched the news in disbelief at the
scenes in Cockermouth in the late evening of the 19
and the following morning we were woken at 5 45
a.m. by the sound of the Rescue Helicopter flying
over Workington searching in vain for the late PC
Barker, who had been swept away following the col-
lapse of Northside road bridge (pictured top right).

Daybreak brought sights that none of us in Cumbria
would ever have expected to see, and later in the
morning I received calls from District Governor Lion
Harry Hawksworth, LCIF District Co-ordinator Past
District Governor Lion Colin Fosberry, and Disaster
Chairman Lion George Kissane saying that funding
had been sought and that an application for LCIF
funding was already underway less than 24 hours
after rivers first started reaching breaking point. 

Over the coming days plans were put in place for
the District Flood Appeal and Emergency District
funds were made available. Can I place on record our
thanks to them for their support and guidance both
then and the period to date.

Over the following weeks I (as did Club Presidents)
received calls from Lions Clubs throughout the UK
offering support. The response has been outstanding
with the District Appeal standing at over £50k at the
time of this report.

On the ground the
Clubs in the Zone have
done excellent work, and

they have all been affected either through the flood-
ing in their towns or through problems in merely get-
ting from A to B due to bridge collapses and closures. 

The Clubs in the Zone will face challenges and
opportunities to help over the next couple of years as
Families struggle to return to their homes and the
infrastructure is gradually put back in place. It goes
without saying that the Clubs in the Zone will help and
support each other as necessary.

I have only one heart warming tale in the midst of
the destruction and heartbreak. An old lady in her mid
90s whose home was flooded was concerned only for
the welfare of her PC – she used it regularly to send
e-mails to her Friend in Australia. Thankfully her
Carers had placed it in an upstairs room.

I am unable to attend the District Convention but on
behalf of the Clubs in Zone A can I pass on our
immense thanks for the support from everyone within
the District and Lions Clubs throughout the UK and
wish District Governor Harry and his team a success-
ful District Convention.

Zone A Chairman Lion Ian Scott

THANKS FROM CUMBRIA
FLOOD DISASTER LATEST

DAMAGE to the Calva Bridge BARKER Crossing Bridge constructed by the Royal Engineers



CONVENTION’S
INTERNATIONAL
GUEST OF HONOUR
OUR International guest to Convention this year is Past International Director Dr.
Manfred Westhoff.

Dr. Westhoff, of Kösching, Germany, who is an Ophthalmologist, was elected to
serve a two-year term as a Director of The International Association of Lions Clubs at
the Association's 83rd International Convention, held in Honolulu, Hawaii, USA, in
June, 2000.

A Lion since 1988, Past Director Westhoff has been a member of the Tegernsee Lions Club since
1999, and has held many offices within the Association, including Club President, Zone Chairman and District Governor,
and he also served as District and Multiple District SightFirst Chairman.

In recognition of his service to the Association, Past International Director Westhoff has received numerous awards,
including the 100% Club President Award, the District Governor's Excellence Award and the Ambassador of Good Will
Award, the highest honour our Association gives to its Members. He is also a Melvin Jones Fellow.

Past International Director Manfred Westhoff and his wife, Marina, who is also a Lion, have one son and one daugh-
ter.

Norah and I had the pleasure of a brief meeting with them a few years back, and we suspect that Dr. Manfred and
his wife Lion Marina, with their experience and sense of humour, will bring an extra dimension to our Convention. They
will add another ingredient to the usual fun and fellowship enjoyed at all our Conventions.

DR. MANFRED WESTHOFF

THE District Music Competition
involving the Classical Guitar, was
held in November at Garstang Golf
Club.

This proved to be a difficult instru-
ment for Clubs to find suitable
Candidates which meant there were
two entrants plus a young lady from
Cyprus who was not eligible to enter
but came along to play for the
Competition experience.

The winner was Steven Hickey a
very talented guitarist sponsored by
Bolton Lions Club. The other candi-
date was Bradley Johnson, spon-
sored by Kirkham and Fylde Club,
who at only 14½ years of age gave a
very good performance which
received commendable comments
from the Judges. He is a very talented
young musician with a lot of potential.

Whilst there were only three gui-
tarists it was still a most enjoyable
event listening to the performances in
front of Family, Friends and a good
number of Lions. 

I look upon it as an opportunity for
young people to be able to shine in
their field of expertise whilst also
being a good way of promoting Lions
as we get involved in our
Communities.     

I would like to thank Bolton Lions

Club and especially Lion Brian
Pearson for looking after Steven so
well and wish them and Steven good
luck at the National final on April 18 at
the Birmingham Conservatoire.

Thank you to Kirkham and Fylde for
sponsoring Bradley and to those
Clubs who unsuccessfully tried very
hard to find a Candidate and also to
Everyone who came along to support
the event.

The latest information I have is that
the instrument for 2010 / 11 is the
Saxophone (probably Alto Sax).  Why
not get your Club to have a go next
time?

N.B. I WOULD like to rectify an
inaccuracy that has been brought to
my attention and was featured in an
earlier Newsletter. 

2009 was not the first time 105BN
had entered the European Music
Competition but it was the first time
we had actually held a District Final.
In 2004/05 and 2005/06 BN had a for-
tuitous candidate with one in fact win-
ning the MD final.

Lion Susan Dodgson
Music Competition Officer

CLUBS ASKED
TO PREPARE
FOR 2010
COMPETITION

STEVEN Hickey pictured with pictured with
his trophy and Lion Brian Pearson



Dear Fellow Members of the
Lions Family
JANUARY has been fairly quiet with
some Club Visits curtailed by the
adverse weather conditions.
Fortunately it cleared in time for us
to be able to attend the Kirkham
and Fylde Rural Club Charter
Dinner where we were treated to
the usual good food and good com-
pany. 

On Sunday January 17 saw us
attending the District Quiz at the
Lansil Club Lancaster which was
organised by our Quiz Officer Lion
Mike Kaliszczak. The afternoon was
enjoyed by some 43 Lions and
Friends.

There were a total of 70 questions
punctuated by Lion Mike’s jokes
which were responded to by a mix-
ture of laughs and groans. Grange
Lions were crowned the Winners
with Crosby as close runners up
and Lancaster and Morecambe won
the booby prize with a very
respectable 50 points. After the
Quiz everyone tucked into a very
tasty potato pie supper.

The profit from the day raised £82
which was presented to Lion Norah
to add to her nominated charity, the
Brittle Bone Society. Lion Norah
expressed her sincere thanks for
the donation.

The Clubs represented were
Birchwood, Bolton, Bury, Crosby,
Furness, Grange, Kendal,
Lancaster and Morecambe and
Littleborough.

Lion Mike said that he hoped that
everyone enjoyed the day as much
as he and Jane enjoyed compiling
the quiz.

He also said that they have held
the quiz on a Sunday afternoon so
that Clubs from around the District
would have chance to attend and
get home at a reasonable hour.
Please could you give Lion Mike
some feedback on this arrange-
ment? Lion Mike and Jane, I thank
you for your hard work in organising
a very enjoyable afternoon.

On the following Tuesday, I had
my monthly weigh in with the Mayor
of Rochdale. It turned out that he
put more weight on than yours truly
over the Christmas period!!

Again, we were to witness yet
another disaster with the earth-
quake in Haiti, and it seems like

only five minutes ago that the Clubs
were responding to the Cumbrian
Flood Disaster but here they are
again responding to this latest one.
One Club, Culcheth, made a fantas-
tic effort and raised over £600 in a
collection session outside their local
Sainsbury Supermarket and are
looking at having a second session
to see if they can get even more. 

The Club then issued a press
release to the Warrington Guardian,
telling of their collection, thanking
the general public for their generos-
ity and extolling the virtues of our
great organisation. 

I express my thanks to Lion
President Anthony and Fellow

Members of the Culcheth Club, for
your great fundraising effort. My
thanks also go out to all the Clubs
who are dipping in yet again to sup-
port this latest Disaster.

Zone “A” Chairman Ian Scott sent
in his report to Convention, and on
reading it I realised that it provided
an excellent account of the unfold-
ing of the Cumbria Flood Disaster
and the efforts of the Lions Clubs in
the area and the Districts to bring
relief to the stricken communities. I
have asked our Editor, Alan Wilde
to use the report, pretty much intact,
as an item in the Newsletter and I
have also asked him to include
some of the pictures, supplied by
Lion Ian. The story plus more pic-
tures will be put onto the District
Website also.

Our District Convention rapidly
approaches and the Convention
Team are working away like
beavers to make sure that it runs as
smoothly as possible. 

Whilst the Business Meeting
forms the serious part of the week-
end where we shape the future of
our great District through Elections,
Resolutions and Debate, I aim to
make it as light and enjoyable as
possible without neglecting any of
the Business. Of course, we have
the Fun and Friendship of the
Social Events to look forward to.

Those who have not already done
so, please send in the form and
payment for the social events AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE so that we
can inform the hotel of any dietary
requirement in good time.

District Governor Lion Harry

CONVENTION
ON THE

HORIZON

LAST month’s Newsletter contained an
item entitled LIONS ON A STICK.

An update to that item, I am able to
tell you that one of our fellow members
from the Blackburn Regent Club, Lion Bob Dysart,
now has been given one of these “Boom Boxes”.
Lion President Alan Dean helped Lion Bob with the
initial set up and he is now able to listen to the Lion
Magazine played from a Memory stick. 

To say the least, Lion Bob is highly delighted and
he says that the sound is crystal clear. He is also able to
play his Talking Book memory sticks on the box. 

Another feature of the box that Bob has discovered is
that he is able to plug a set of ear phones into it, a very
useful feature for long journeys on public transport.

Prior to receiving the Boom Box, Lion Bob felt a degree

of exclusion as cassettes and cassette players
were not as portable and were prone to damage.
Even the CD player has its drawbacks. The Boom
Box and Memory stick are “Solid State” and a lot
more robust than the former systems.

Lion Bob’s acquisition of the box has finally come
about through the combination of the intercessions

of IPDG Ted and, latterly, myself to John May and the
relentless march forward of technology.

Lion Bob it has been a long time coming. Now it is
here, Enjoy. 

District Governor Lion Harry

UPDATE ON THE BOOM BOX
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